CHAPTER XVII
INDIA
THE Indian Empire, strangely enough, is still without a central
depository copyright library. Up to the present day the British
Museum has been gratuitously supplied with Indian publica-
tions, and, since 1867,1 the local governments of individual
provinces and districts have by law secured copies of all books
published locally.
It is manifestly desirable, however, that there should be one
central depository in India, which depository should by law be
entitled to a free copy of every book published in the country,
following the practice in England and in the self-governing
Dominions.
The question of creating such a depository is in fact under
consideration. A scheme has been formulated to convert the
Imperial Library at Calcutta into a copyright library. On 13
December 1926 a small Committee of Inquiry, appointed by the
Indian Government to report concerning the affairs of the Im-
perial Library, assembled at Calcutta and continued their in-
quiry on three consecutive days. This Committee consisted of:
J. A. Richley, C.I.E., Educational Commissioner with the
Government of India, Chairman;
R. B. Ramsbotham, I.E.S., Member of the Imperial Library
Council;
J. H. Lindsay, I.C.S., Education Secretary, Government of
Bengal; and
J. G. Bhandari, Accountant-General, Bengal, Secretary.
All matters concerning the future financing, location, and
administration of the Library were discussed in detail, and the
main recommendations were:
(a) Functions.
1. "The Imperial Library should be a library of reference, a work-
ing place for students, and a repository of material for the
1 Vide infra.